
Moreton Island
         National Park and  
       Recreation Area

               Visitor guide
From beach and rock fishing to swimming in 
the crystal clear Blue Lagoon, walking through 
wildflower displays, exploring historic sites, or just 
lying back on the sandy beaches Moreton Island 
offers something for everyone.

Moreton Island is a 38 kilometres long, 9 kilometres 
wide, wedge-shaped, sand island located 40 kilometres 
from Brisbane. Along with North Stradbroke and South 
Stradbroke islands, Moreton Island forms the eastern 
boundary of Moreton Bay — a large, shallow, biologically 
diverse expanse of water. 

The island is an important recreation area for the highly 
populated Brisbane region, receiving more than 170,000 
visitors a year.

Most of Moreton Island’s 19,100 hectares (excluding 
townships) is both national park and recreation area.  
The recreation area includes the national park and beaches 
to low water mark. The Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service (QPWS) manages the recreation area and the 
national park under the Recreation Areas Management Act 
2006 and the Nature Conservation Act 1992. The Moreton 
Bay Marine Park — declared in 1993 for its important 
natural, cultural, recreational and economic values to 
Queensland — surrounds the island.

Moreton Island has a complex and fragile ecology with 
many plants and animals adapted to the low nutrient sandy 
soils and tea coloured waters with high-acidity levels.  
The island’s shape is always changing in response to the 
ocean currents and winds. The development of Mirapool — 
from a series of islands to its current form as a large lagoon 
— is a good example of how quickly the sand environment 
can change.

Island history
Quandamooka country 
Moorgumpin meaning place of sandhills is the Aboriginal 
name for Moreton Island. Moorgumpin lies within the area 
referred to as Quandamooka, which is commonly defined 
as the region and indigenous people of Moreton Bay and its 
islands. The indigenous people of Quandamooka include 
the Ngugi (Moreton Island), and the Gorenpul and Nunukul 
clans (North Stradbroke Island).

Extensive site surveys have established that the Ngugi 
people lived on Moreton Island on a permanent basis 
maintaining a marine-based lifestyle for over 2,000 years. 
Fish, shellfish, dugong, turtle and crustaceans formed 
a major portion of their diet, which was supplemented 
by bungwall fern Blechnum indicum, midyim berries 
Austromyrtus dulcis, pandanus Pandanus tectorius  
and honey.

Their connection with the land and sea has a strong 
spiritual basis and some animals are strongly linked with 
traditions and customs. 

Archaeological sites on the island are important to the  
Ngugi descendants as a reflection of their heritage. Up to  
330 cultural sites have been recorded and include shell  
and bone scatters, large shell middens and a stone quarry. 
Please respect these sites by leaving them untouched.

Fish net

Fish hook

Shell necklace

Cape Moreton

E x p l o r e

Moreton Island
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a



European settlements
Captain Cook made the first recorded European sighting 
of Moreton Island and Moreton Bay in 1770, followed by 
Matthew Flinders in 1799. European settlement began 
in 1848 when the Amity Point pilot’s station on North 

Built in 1899 the Cowan Cowan lighthouse helped reduce shipping disasters.

A telegraph line was built in the 1890s to service the  
Cape Moreton lighthouse and link North Stradbroke  
Island, Kooringal and Bulwer with the lighthouse. In 1952 
the line was abandoned, but relics of the old line are 
still visible along the Bulwer to North Point track and the 
Telegraph Track.

A further signal light was built at Cowan Cowan in 1874, 
followed by a lighthouse in 1899. 

As the Brisbane settlement grew, shipping activity 
increased and led to many shipwrecks and loss of life at 
sea. Graves of some of those who perished remain on the 
island today. 

Queensland’s only whaling station operated at 
Tangalooma from 1952 to 1962. Remains of the whaling 
station are now part of the Tangalooma Resort facilities.

Sandmining exploration began on the island in 1947.  
After successfully lobbying the government, the last 
mining leases were surrendered in 1992 and the land 
added to the national park.

War time defence 
Major coastal defence bases were located on  
Moreton Island during both world wars. In World War I, 
Cowan Cowan Point provided the main defence base.  
Very little evidence of this base remains due to natural 
sand movement along the west coast of the island.

World War II saw two large defence battery-complexes 
built — one at Cowan Cowan and the second at Toompani 
beach (the Rous Battery). During this war, the Rous Battery 
track, Middle Road, and a naval base and jetty were built 
at Tangalooma. The remains of the batteries and a variety 
of other relics are still present and contain items of historic 
interest.

Stradbroke Island was 
relocated to Cowan Cowan, 
Moreton Island. The 
move was due to several 
shipping disasters through 
the South Passage.

Transport to Moreton 
By vehicle barge
There are a number of privately operated barge or ferry 
services that can take you to Moreton Island. A vehicle 
barge runs daily. Extra services operate on school holidays 
and on long weekends. Bookings are essential.

Plan your trip well. Driving on soft sand is slow going. 
Four-wheel-drive (4WD) vehicles with high clearance 
are recommended. All-wheel-drives and vehicles with 
low clearance are not recommended as they may have 
difficulty along inland tracks and in soft sand.

For information regarding vehicle and passenger access  
to Moreton Island, contact:

From Port of Brisbane (Brisbane River southside) to  
The Wrecks or Bulwer (Tuesdays only)
Micat (07) 3909 3333  
www.MoretonIslandAdventures.com.au 
bookings@moretonislandadventures.com.au

From Pinkenba (Brisbane River north side) to  
Tangalooma Resort
Daily passenger launch (07) 3268 6333  
www.tangalooma.com 
For Tangalooma guests and day trippers only.  
Non camping ferry service. Pedestrian only.

From Victoria Point (via Amity Point) to Kooringal
Amity Trader (07) 3820 6557 or 0488 466 177 (outside 
office hours only). www.amitytrader.com 
bookings@amitytrader.com. Pedestrian and vehicle carrier

By boat
Moreton Island is surrounded by exposed waters.  
Large seas can be experienced between Moreton 
Island and the mainland. Consider your experience, the 
suitability of your vessel and take into account current and 
predicted weather and sea conditions when planning your 
trip. No public moorings are available at Moreton Island.

Vessels, anchors or ropes should not restrict the safe 
thoroughfare of 4WDs or pedestrians between the high 
and low water mark on Moreton Island beaches.

The northern end 
of Moreton Island 
became the main 
passage to Brisbane. 
In 1857 Queensland’s 
first lighthouse was 
built by convicts at 
Cape Moreton from 
local sandstone. 
Today the light is  
fully automated. 

Photo: Adam Creed



•	 keep	left	of	oncoming	vehicles	at	all	times	
•	 use	indicators	only	when	overtaking	or	turning
•	 all	drivers	or	riders	must	hold	the	appropriate	 

driver’s licence 
•	 never	sit	outside	the	vehicle!	—	serious	 

injuries have occurred. On-the-spot fines apply.

Give way to...
Ensure you give way to:
•	 pedestrians;	they	often	cannot	hear	 

approaching vehicles above the sound  
of surf or strong winds. Slow down  
near people on the beach,  
especially around children 

•	 shorebirds	and	other	wildlife;	always	 
go slow and go around flocks of birds

•	 other	vehicles;	most	tracks	are	narrow	 
and carry two-way traffic. Passing bays can  
be found along roads 

•	 vehicles	travelling	downhill,	heavy	vehicles,	vehicles	
travelling in convoy and vehicles with trailers have right  
of way. 

When sand driving:
•	 stay	on	formed	tracks.	On-the-spot	fines	apply	for	

driving on dunes 
•	 engage	locking	hubs	and	four-wheel-drive	on	inland	

tracks and soft beach sand
•	 check	that	your	tyre	pressure	gauge	works.	If	you	

choose to reduce your tyre pressure to help maintain 
traction on the inland tracks and soft sand, do so within 
manufacturer’s specifications and re-inflate your  
tyres again to resume speed on harder sand or  
mainland driving 

•	 avoid	sharp	turns	and	sudden	braking	
•	 select	low	gears	for	soft,	dry	sand
•	 if	your	vehicle	bogs,	reverse	out	and	try	to	drive	 

forward again. 

Watch the tides!
When driving along the beaches on Moreton Island it is 
important to take the tide into account and remember that:
•	 the	best	time	to	travel	is	around	low	tide.	Avoid	driving	

two hours either side of high tide – and often for longer, 
as some areas are more affected by tidal activity and 
onshore winds than others 

•	 creeks	flowing	out	onto	beaches	should	be	crossed	 
with caution 

•	 you	should	not	stop	your	vehicle	in	any	creek	bed	 
— use low speed and check depth and sand softness  
before crossing

•	 for	safety,	travelling	at	night	should	be	avoided.

Little tern

Travelling times
Cape Moreton to:
 Bulwer via North Point 45 minutes
 Bulwer via Blue Lagoon Road 55 minutes
 Little Sandhills via ocean beach 50 minutes
 Tangalooma via Middle Road 50 minutes

Tangalooma to:
 Bulwer via Cowan Cowan 35 minutes
 Kooringal via Toulkerrie 55 minutes

Note: Times will vary depending on beach and weather 
conditions and tide height at time of travel. Inland track 
conditions deteriorate as sand dries out. After rain, track 
conditions often improve. But when dry, expect a slow  
bumpy trip!

Tide variations
The tides on Moreton Island vary in a number of places.  
The variation at:
•	 Ocean	beach	is	1	hour	30	minutes	earlier	than	tide	

times at Brisbane Bar
•	 Day’s	Gutter	is	45	minutes	earlier	than	Brisbane	Bar
•	 Tangalooma	Point	is	40	minutes	earlier	than	 

Brisbane Bar.

Tide times vary from year to year. Refer to the official Tide 
Times for Queensland for further details.

Driving on  
Moreton Island — safely
Moreton Island is a sand island without sealed roads. 
Beaches have hazards including washouts and exposed 
rocks, particularly after heavy rain and rough seas. Stay  
alert when driving on Moreton Island. Accidents have 
happened due to reckless driving or silly pranks.  
Passengers have suffered serious spinal injuries in vehicles 
travelling too fast for the road or beach conditions. If your 
driver	makes	you	feel	unsafe	in	a	vehicle	—	say	something!

Drive only when you are safe:
•	 do	not	drive	when	you	are	tired	or	under	the	influence	 

of alcohol or medication
•	 you	need	to	be	constantly	alert	and	familiar	with	sand	

driving techniques — 4WDs handle differently in sand
•	 police	visit	the	island	with	speed	detectors	and	

breathalyser units.

Before heading off:
•	 ensure	your	vehicle	is	 

mechanically sound
•	 carry	essential	spares,	extra	 

fuel, water, tyre gauge, air pump,  
snatch strap, tow rope and a first aid kit 

•	 know	how	your	vehicle	handles	in	sand-driving	 
conditions and use correct driving techniques.

Load your vehicle correctly
When loading your vehicle ensure you:
•	 do	not	overload	your	vehicle
•	 load	your	vehicle	evenly	with	heavy	items	stored	low
•	 do	not	store	too	much	on	roof	racks,	as	your	vehicle	can	

overturn or become stuck
•	 remember	the	weight	and	balance	of	a	4WD	is	different 

from a normal car.

Keep below the speed limit:
•	 on	the	beach	the	limit	is	60	km/hr,	20	or	30	km/hr	in	

Beach safety zones, and as signed on other tracks
•	 in	townships	the	limit	is	20	km/hr	or	as	signed	
•	 as	safe-travelling	speeds	could	be	much	slower,	

depending on conditions
•	 because	people	driving	too	fast	for	the	unexpected	are	

more likely to have accidents.

Obey	all	road	rules
The road rules that apply on the mainland also apply on  
all island tracks and beaches, therefore:
•	 all	vehicles	must	be	registered
•	 wear	seatbelts	at	all	times	

Beach safety zones
Moreton Island has a number of special beach safety 
zones. Remember that:
•	 there	is	no	access	along	the	beach	in	front	 

of Cowan Cowan or Tangalooma. Use the  
by-pass roads

•	 the	speed	limit	is	30	km/hr	adjacent	to	and	 
between Ben-Ewa and The Wrecks campgrounds 
and	adjacent	barge	landing	areas	at	Reeders	
Point, and The Wrecks

•	 the	speed	limit	is	20	km/hr	adjacent	to	Bulwer	
and the beaches in front of North Point and 
Comboyuro Point campgrounds.

Special protection zone
•	 In	the	special	protection	zone	the	speed	limit	 

is	30	km/hr	and	no	high	tide	vehicle	access	 
at Mirapool aims to reduce disturbance to  
migratory shorebirds.



Exploring the island
Moreton Island is a place to relax. Many visitors seek nothing 
more than to camp near the beach and enjoy a quiet holiday. 
Respect their right to do so. 

Walking tracks
Walking is one of the best ways to appreciate the features of 
the island and to discover some of the island’s various wildlife 
habitats. Quiet observation with binoculars or a camera can  
be rewarding.

Walking over sandblows or up steep sections of tracks  
can be very tiring. On hot days, some people have suffered 
fatigue and heat exhaustion. For your safety, keep to the 
walking tracks.

Long distance walking
Long distance walkers should take a map, compass, personal 
EPIRB, food, drinking water, appropriate clothing and a first-
aid kit. Plan for your own safety. Advise a reliable friend or 
family member of your itinerary. Be aware that this person 
(not QPWS rangers) is responsible for alerting police if things 
go wrong. Work out a contingency plan. Always check track 
conditions just before you start and observe any closures or 
track signs. Please stay on the walking track for your safety.

Blue Lagoon — 500 m return, 20 mins
Wind through heathland to the dune blow-out on the lake. 
Blue Lagoon is a window lake, created when the watertable is 
exposed at the land surface. The lake ecosystem is very fragile. 
Soaps, toothpastes, insect repellents, creams and detergents 
are all pollutants, which can harm native fish. Access to Blue 
Lagoon is from the ocean beach, north of the Bulwer-Blue 
Lagoon track. Toilets are located before you reach the carpark. 

Honeyeater Lake — 60 m return, 5 mins
Enjoy a short stroll to a viewing platform looking over this 
perched lake — created when water collects in a depression 
with a solid bottom and prevents rainwater filtering down to 
the watertable. Honeyeater Lake, a good place to see a variety 
of water birds, is surrounded by the sounds of the honeyeaters 
feeding on banksia flowers. Musk ducks are occasional visitors 
and are sometimes seen on the lake. You can view the lake 
from a platform located near the carpark. 

Cape Moreton — 1.3 km circuit, 30 mins
See Queensland’s first lighthouse, built in 1857 of island 
sandstone. Cape Moreton is a good viewing point for watching 
marine life. See whales (June–November), dolphins, sharks 
and turtles as well as magnificent island scenery. Access into 
the lighthouse, the grounds and the lighthouse keeper’s  
wife’s grave is not permitted. Before leaving, visit the 
information centre and discover more about Moreton Island. 
Picnic tables and seats provide a rest stop to enjoy the views 

and have a bite to eat. The walk up the hill can be very hot in 
summer. Expect many steps. 

The Desert — 4 km circuit, 2 hrs
Walk along a track over a large sand dune and watch for 
wildlife that lives in this harsh environment. This walk can be 
very tiring.

Five Hills lookout — 1 km return, 30 mins
Walking from North Point Road, the track winds through low 
heathland to the top of a large sand dune. Do this walk in the 
cooler part of the day. You’ll be rewarded with views of Heath 
Island and some of the island’s coastal swamps. 

Mount Tempest lookout — 2.2 km return, 2 hrs 
Walk up Mount Tempest — the highest, vegetated sand dune  
in the world at 280 metres elevation. Expect many steps.  
Seats are provided along the way and at the lookout. After your 
steep climb, you will be rewarded with 360 degree views of the 
island, plus Moreton Bay Marine Park and, on a clear day, the 
Glass House Mountains. Read information at the summit about 
Moreton Island’s indigenous people — the Dolphin clans. 

Telegraph track — 16 km return, 6 hrs 
Discover interesting habitats, and relics of the old telegraph 
line. The track goes through several vegetation types including 
heathland and eucalypt woodland. Look out for the perched 
swamp found on top of the dune ridge. This long track is best 
walked in winter-spring, or during early summer mornings.  
If you plan to walk only one-way, arrange to be dropped off 
at the end of the Bulwer-Blue Lagoon Road. After you have 
walked through to Mount Tempest, arrange for someone to 
meet you at the Mount Tempest carpark. 

Rous	Battery	track	—	9.8	km	one-way,	3.5	hrs	
See the remnants of a World War II fort scattered around the 
dunes. The walk follows the old Rous Battery Service Road.  
This is the only walk on the southern end of the island.

  Fishing
For tailor, flathead, dart, bream and whiting, try the beaches  
and headlands. Reef and surface-feeding fish are caught 
offshore. Crabs are seasonal. Bag limits and size limits apply to 
some species. For more information about recreational fishing 
rules and regulations, phone the Queensland Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Customer Service Centre on 
13 25 23 or visit www.daff.qld.gov.au/fishweb.

Four marine national park (green) zones for Moreton Bay 
Marine Park overlap beaches on Moreton Island. All forms 
of collecting including fishing are prohibited. Refer to the 
Moreton Bay Marine Park user guide for boundaries and 
restrictions relating to zones and designated areas.

Fish right
When fishing on Moreton Island there are a few things you 
should keep in mind:

For your safety
All visitors please:
•	 always	carry	a	map,	first	aid	kit	and	 

sufficient food and water
•	 stay	on	formed	vehicle	and	walking	tracks	and	do	 

not take shortcuts
•	 do	not	climb	on	the	shipwrecks	at	Tangalooma	or	Bulwer	
•	 stay	away	from	beach	rocks	–	surf	and	swell	can	wash	

you away
•	 keep	behind	the	fence	on	the	Cape	walking	track	as	the	

cliff edge can be unstable – this will reduce injuries from 
falls and minimise erosion

•	 use	caution	if	swimming	in	the	ocean	–	it	is	not	 
always patrolled and there may be strong currents, rips 
and sharks

•	 never	dive	into	water	–	serious	injuries	have	occurred
•	 supervise	children	at	all	times	especially	near	water
•	 pedestrians	–	watch	out	for	vehicles	on	the	beach	
•	 power	boats	and	vehicles	are	not	permitted	in	lakes	 

and streams. Swimming is not permitted within the 
Mirapool Lagoon

•	 never	walk	alone	and	avoid	walking	in	the	hottest	part	 
of the day

•	 sand	tobogganing	on	the	western	facing	dunes	between	
The Wrecks and Ben-Ewa is prohibited due to the risk  
of injury

•	 protect	yourself	from	the	elements	–	wear	sturdy	 
footwear, hat, sunscreen, and insect repellent

•	 obey	all	danger	and	warning	signs.

•	 keep	fish,	bait	and	burley	in	sealed	containers	away	 
from wildlife

•	 bury	fish	remains	and	unused	bait	just	below	high	tide	
mark. Dig a deep hole and cover scraps with at least 50 
centimetres of sand

•	 dispose	of	used	bait	bags	and	unwanted	fishing	line	in	bins	
or take them home

•	 fish	cleaning	is	prohibited	in	all	campgrounds	and	 
camping areas

•	 all	freshwater	fish	are	protected	on	the	island
•	 fishing	or	collecting	bait	in	lakes	and	streams	is	not	

permitted.

	 Spearfishing
Spearfishing is prohibited in all marine national park (green) 
zones. Refer to the Moreton Bay Marine Park user guide for 
boundaries and restrictions relating to zones and designated 
areas. Spearfishing is also prohibited within the waters of 
the artificial reef area off Moreton Island. Approximate reef 
boundaries extend from Tangalooma Point to Comboyuro 
Point, with a 700 metre offshore boundary out from the beach. 
Consult the Fisheries Regulation 2008 for exact boundaries.



Island facilities
Moreton Island is remote and facilities are limited.  
There is no resident doctor on the island. Medical assistance 
may be hours away. Campers need to be self-sufficient  
and plan ahead for any contingency. Always carry a first aid 
kit with you and know how to use it. 

In an emergency call 000:
•	 If	there	is	no	mobile	reception,	try	112
•	 If	deaf	or	speech	or	hearing	impaired,	

call 106 using a text phone
•	 If	calling	from	the	ocean	beach,	advise	

000 operator of your closest distance 
marker. These are located on the  
ocean beach at two kilometre intervals north  
and south of Middle Road. See map legend for  
symbol definitions

•	 Stay	with	the	injured	person	–	keep	them	calm	and	
protect them from the elements.

Useful contacts

Bulwer 
Castaway Store – basic groceries including bread and milk 
plus ice, firewood, fuel, bait and gas bottle exchange – 9kg 
only. Pre-ordering recommended for bread and newspapers.  
Petrol and Diesel is available in 20 L drum exchange service. 
Open 7 days. Castaways Restaurant open for dinner, bookings 
dependant. For enquiries contact (07) 3408 2202 or  
castaways@moretonislandadventures.com.au

4WD taxi and tour services – (07) 3408 2661 or 3203 8645. 
For bookings: thewilson@bigpond.com 
www.moretonisland.net.au

Kooringal 
Kooringal General Store – basic groceries, seafood, meals 
(lunch and dinner bookings required), ice, gas refills and 
some basic automotive supplies (07) 3409 0170. Store is 
closed on Tuesday. Phone to confirm opening hours on other 
days.  www.thegutterbar.com.au

Note: Not all shops are open every day.

Tangalooma
Tangalooma Resort Shop – basic food provisions including 
meat and fresh vegetables limited “over-the-counter” 
medicines, bait and souvenirs (07) 3410 6926.

FOR SALE

Portable toilet waste 
Chemical or treated waste from portable toilets must be removed 
from the island. It is an offence under the Recreation Areas 
Management Act 2006 to dispose of a noxious substance, such 
as portable toilet waste unless in a purpose built waste transfer 
station. On-the-spot fines apply. Do not pour your portable toilet 
waste into any toilets on the island, as it destroys the bacteria in 
the composting systems used by the QPWS. 

Water
Always treat water before drinking. Fresh water is 
available at:
•	 Big	Sandhills	on	the	western	beach
•	 Rous	Battery	on	the	eastern	beach
•	 Eagers	Beach	on	the	eastern	beach
•	 all	established	campgrounds.	

Camping on Moreton Island
Permits are required to camp on Moreton Island and bookings 
can be made no more than six months in advance. Protect the 
dunes by using existing access tracks into campsites.

Blue Lagoon campground
This beach campground has many medium to large sites, 
with some shady sites available. Easy beach access points 
leading to the ocean surf beach, are provided throughout the 
campground. There is a walking track from the campground to 
the lagoon.

North Point campground
This large grassy campground has various defined sites, many 
with shade. Some sites are suitable for camper trailers and 
caravans. Pedestrian access is provided to the ocean beach. 
Vehicle access and parking is available in the campground. 
Campfires prohibited.

Beach camping – leave no trace
Camping is permitted at camping zones along the beach.  
No facilities are provided. Campers must be self-sufficient.  
To help the QPWS manage for sustainable recreational use of 
the island, please:

•	 observe	signs	and	camp	only	where	permitted	and	use	
existing campsites marked with a totem 

•	 do	not	camp	in	the	vicinity	of	“No	camping”	signs.	 
Tents and other structures erected in areas not designated 
for camping will be removed

•	 camp	at	least	50	metres	from	streams	and	lakes	
•	 avoid	digging	trenches,	or	damaging	vegetation
•	 never	burn	or	bury	rubbish.	Take	it	home	with	you	or	

place in bins provided near The Wrecks and Comboyuro 
campgrounds.

Bush toileting
Use toilet facilities whenever possible. If they are not 
available: 
•	 pack	a	shovel	for	when	bush	toileting	is	necessary	
•	 bury	waste	and	toilet	paper	50	centimetres	deep	and	 

at least 50 metres from creeks or as signposted. 
Some wildlife will dig up shallow bush toilet sites 

•	 bag	and	bin	used	tampons,	sanitary	pads	and	 
disposable nappies.

For hygiene purposes, large groups planning an extended  
stay, away from facilities, should bring a portable toilet. 

Comboyuro Point campground
Choose from a variety of shady campsites in this large 
camping area, which is within walking distance from Bulwer 
township. This area offers sheltered bay waters. 

Ben-Ewa	campground
Set in a valley, Ben-Ewa is reasonably sheltered from strong 
winds with medium-sized, well-defined shady campsites.

The Wrecks campground
The main barge landing point for Moreton Island ferries, this 
popular campground has various medium-sized, defined  
sites set next to a sheltered bay. This campground is suitable 
for campers without vehicles as it is within walking distance 
to Tangalooma Resort. No vehicle access to campsites  
is permitted.



Caution: The beach between 
Kooringal and Tangalooma is 
not always trafficable. Debris 
and shifting sand may make 
the beach impassable even 
at low tide.

Special protection zone and 
no high tide vehicle access at 
Mirapool. Vehicles must not 
exceed 30 km/hr below half tide. 
No vehicle access at high tide.

Distance markers are located 
on the ocean beach at 2 km 
intervals north (N followed by an 
even number) and south (S and 
an odd number) of Middle Road. 

In an emergency dial 000 or if no 
mobile reception try 112. If 
calling from ocean beach, advise 
operator of your closest distance 
marker. (Marker positioning not 
to scale).

Beach safety zones provide 
added safety for pedestrians.
All vehicles must not exceed 
30 km/hr at all times in front 
of and between:
• Ben-Ewa and The Wrecks 
 campgrounds, and
• Barge landing areas at:
 - Reeders Point
 - The Wrecks
 - Bulwer (20 km/hr)
 - a 20 km/hr limit applies 
  to Comboyuro Point and 
  North Point beaches.

Beaches are closed to 
vehicles in front of:
• Cowan Cowan settlement
• Tangalooma Resort
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For a more detailed map of the roads, walking tracks and highlights to see, purchase the Sunmap Tourist Map for Moreton Island. Available 
from barge operators, selected outdoor stores and the Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sport and Racing at www.nprsr.qld.gov.au 
or (07) 3896 3216. Topographic maps (1:25,000) for the island are Moreton 9543-11, Mount Tempest 9543-12 and Kooringal 9543-21.
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Caution: The beach between 
Kooringal and Tangalooma is 
not always trafficable. Debris 
and shifting sand may make 
the beach impassable even 
at low tide.

Special protection zone and 
no high tide vehicle access at 
Mirapool. Vehicles must not 
exceed 30 km/hr below half tide. 
No vehicle access at high tide.

Distance markers are located 
on the ocean beach at 2 km 
intervals north (N followed by an 
even number) and south (S and 
an odd number) of Middle Road. 

In an emergency dial 000 or if no 
mobile reception try 112. If 
calling from ocean beach, advise 
operator of your closest distance 
marker. (Marker positioning not 
to scale).

Beach safety zones provide 
added safety for pedestrians.
All vehicles must not exceed 
30 km/hr at all times in front 
of and between:
• Ben-Ewa and The Wrecks 
 campgrounds, and
• Barge landing areas at:
 - Reeders Point
 - The Wrecks
 - Bulwer (20 km/hr)
 - a 20 km/hr limit applies 
  to Comboyuro Point and 
  North Point beaches.

Beaches are closed to 
vehicles in front of:
• Cowan Cowan settlement
• Tangalooma Resort
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For a more detailed map of the roads, walking tracks and highlights to see, purchase the Sunmap Tourist Map for Moreton Island. Available 
from barge operators, selected outdoor stores and the Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sport and Racing at www.nprsr.qld.gov.au 
or (07) 3896 3216. Topographic maps (1:25,000) for the island are Moreton 9543-11, Mount Tempest 9543-12 and Kooringal 9543-21.
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Further information
Information is located at Comboyuro Point, Ben-Ewa,  
The Wrecks, Blue Lagoon and North Point campgrounds 
and Kooringal. An information centre is open daily at Cape 
Moreton, though not always staffed. During school holidays, 
rangers may provide guided activities. Check noticeboards in 
campgrounds for times and locations. Rangers visit camping 
areas during the day to answer questions, check permits and 
talk to you about caring for Moreton Island.

For further information about Moreton Island, visit us online 
at www.nprsr.qld.gov.au or phone 13 74 68 (13 QGOV).

Contact:
Emergencies: 000 (or try 112 from mobile phones  
if no reception).

Marine animal hotline: 1300 130 372 
Please report any injured or dead dugong, turtles, whales  
or dolphins.

Marine park zoning maps
Marine park surrounds Moreton Island. For details on zones 
and designated areas pick up a Moreton Bay Marine Park user 
guide or phone (07) 3131 2888 for a copy.

Minimal impact camping 
By being prepared and following a few simple guidelines 
you can help conserve this special island. Ensure that you:
•	 bring	your	own	firewood	or	purchase	it	at	barge	

departure point or Castaways General Store.  
Chainsaws are prohibited 

•	 bring	sealable	containers	and	strong	plastic	bags	for	
your rubbish. Rangers do not collect rubbish from 
campsites. On-the-spot fines apply for littering.  
Rubbish bins are located near The Wrecks and 
Comboyuro Point campgrounds 

•	 avoid	spreading	feral	species	and	exotic	plants;	check	 
your camping gear and supplies are not contaminated  
with soil, cane toads, ants (including fire ants), insects  
or plant seeds 

•	 leave	pets	at	home;	they	are	not	permitted	in	the	 
national park or recreation area

•	 go	slow	and	go	around	flocks	of	resting	shorebirds.	 
Drive at low to mid-tide, and avoid driving at high tide 
when shorebirds are resting high up on the beach

•	 always	extinguish	cigarette	butts.	Don’t	discard	your	
butts. Bring small sealable canisters as personal 
ashtrays.

Please note: 
•	 generators	are	not	permitted	in	developed	campgrounds	
•	 mobile	phones	may	have	limited	range.	Consult	your	

service provider 
•	 firearms	and	fireworks	are	prohibited.	Penalties	apply.

     Ensure	your	campsite	is	pig-safe	

Pigs learn to scavenge for food. They easily find and scatter 
rubbish and eat anything including bread and biscuits.  
Do not encourage them into campsites.

Check that you:
•	 never	feed	pigs	or	leave	 

food lying around 
•	 keep	food,	bait	and	rubbish	 

in strong lockable containers 
•	 bury	fish	offal	below	the	 

high tide mark to a depth  
of 50 centimetres

•	 pack	away	food	after	you’ve 
finished eating

•	 keep	your	campsite	tidy.

Please tell the rangers about any 
feral pigs you see around the island.

Wallum sedgefrog
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Honeyeater Lake

Dogs are not permitted anywhere in the national 
park or recreation area (down to low water mark). 
Dogs	arriving	on	vessels	must	remain	on	board.	
In a marine park, dogs are not permitted in the 
intertidal	areas	adjacent	to	a	national	park.	 
On-the-spot fines apply.

Permits
Camping and vehicle permits
Camping permits must be purchased before visiting  
Moreton Island. You cannot camp in a national park or 
recreation area without a permit. 

Vehicles must be registered and have a valid Moreton 
Island Recreation Area vehicle access permit.  
Monthly and yearly permits are available.

Where to obtain a permit:
•	 online	at	www.qld.gov.au/camping;
•	 over	the	phone	13	74	68	(13	QGOV)	 

(24	hours/seven	days	a	week).


